July 2025
Dear parents/ carers,

Re: National Concern Regarding Grooming Gangs and Child Criminal Exploitation

As many of you will be aware, there has been growing national concern regarding grooming gangs and their
impact on young people. This issue has been widely discussed in the media and amongst the public.

Across Southampton, safeguarding remains our highest priority. As a collective of secondary headteachers, we
feel it is important to share some key information with you to support the safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people in our community.

Reports suggest that up to 50 cities in the UK may have been affected by grooming gangs. With this in mind,
we must be vigilant and accept the very strong possibility that grooming gangs exist within Southampton and
the wider Hampshire area.

Attached to this letter is a guide to Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE),
outlining key signs and indicators to be aware of. We encourage all parents and carers to read this carefully.
Within our schools, staff have been trained to recognise these signs, and we remain alert to any concerns that
may arise.

If you have any worries about a young person—your own child or someone else—please do not hesitate to
contact either the headteacher of your child’s school or the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). It is always
better to raise a concern and be reassured than to stay silent.

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our young people safe.

Yours sincerely,
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